Tracing Catheter-Related Bloodstream Infections

When you find a catheter related bloodstream infection, ask the following questions:

1. When the infected line was inserted, were the bundle components followed?

2. What (if any) bundle components were not followed?

3. If they were not followed, do you know why they were not followed?

4. Has the person inserting the line had problems complying to the bundle in the past? (i.e. can you see trends developing)
5. Where (which unit or department) was the Central Line placed?

6. Was the line placed under urgent circumstances? (i.e. during a code?)

7. How many lines did the patient have in at the time?

8. Is this the patient’s first central line?  If not, how many lines have they had in?

9. How long was the patient in ICU when the infection occurred?

10. How long was the line in place when the infection occurred?

11. Can you determine if the infection was associated with line insertion or the continued care of the IV Line?

12. Was the line placed using ultrasound to locate the vein?

13. Was the dressing changed according to policy?

14. Were other “IV care” protocols followed? (i.e. were continuous IV tubing changed according to policy, were IVPB tubing changed according to policy, were new caps placed on the tubing if they became contaminated, etc.)
15. Do your policies for IV tubings and dressing changes follow manufacturer’s recommendations?

